
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Growing in Holiness 

 

     Have you ever felt down in the dumps and disappointed with yourself? I am not 

talking about your lack of success in business. And I am not talking about how well you 

are raising your children. And I am not talking about how disappointed you are with 

the amount of money you have stashed away in the bank or how smart you are. And it 

has nothing to do with your athletic ability or your good looks either. No, I am talking 

about how disappointed you are with the slowness of your spiritual improvement. 

     Oh sure, you do pray a lot! You come to Mass every morning up here at St. Thomas 

and I am sure you try to treat other people as well as you possibly can. On the surface 

everything seems to be going rather well with you and your spiritual life. But then all of 

a sudden something happens. You get angry! You lose your cool! And you say 

something to someone you later regret. You find yourself desiring, thinking and even 

doing things you know are inappropriate for one of God’s children. And all of a sudden 

you find yourself at the very bottom of the spiritual ladder. All your efforts went well 

for a time; at least you thought they did. But then it all goes up in smoke with one 

episode in which you fail miserably. Or one temptation you give in to. 

     But despite all this, let me remind you: even the greatest of saints experienced such 

disappointments with themselves. And they did that not just once, but on a number of 

different occasions. Our growth in holiness is going to remain hidden from us until the 

time in eternity when God wishes to come clean with us. 

     But this morning in the Gospel, Jesus says, “This is how it is with the reign of God. A 

man scattered seed on the ground. He goes to bed and gets up day after day. Through it all the 

seed sprouts and grows without his knowing how it all happens. The soil produces of itself first 

the blade, then the ear and finally the ripe wheat in the ear. When the crop is ready, he wields the 

sickle, for the time is ripe for the harvest.” 

     Believe me, this is exactly what is happening to you. You are growing in holiness and 

it takes time. We must do the very best job we can. We must never let up.  

 

*Inspired by Mark 4:26-34 


